THE RIGHTS OF THE NEGRO

Georgia by legislative enactment just as the Negroes of
Louisiana had been discriminated against by a constitu-
tional amendment. This time Mr. Washington went
personally to Atlanta and appealed directly to a number
of the members of the Legislature and to the editors of
the leading papers in opposition to this bill. In an inter-
view published in the Atlanta Constitution at the time he
said:

"I cannot think that there is any large number of white
people in the South who are so ignorant or so poor that
they cannot get education and property enough to enable
them to stand the test by the side of the Negro in these
respects. I do not believe that these white people want
it continually advertised to the world that some special
law must be passed by which they will seem to be given
an unfair advantage over the Negro by reason of their
ignorance or their poverty. It is unfair to blame the
Negro for not preparing himself for citizenship by acquir-
ing intelligence, and then when he does get education and
property, to pass a law that can be so operated as to pre-
vent him from being a citizen, even though he may be a
large taxpayer. The Southern white people have reached
the point where they can afford to be just and generous;
where there will be nothing to hide and nothing to explain.
It is an easy matter, requiring little thought, generosity or
statesmanship to push a weak man down when he is
struggling to get up. Any one can do that. Greatness,
generosity, statesmanship are shown in stimulating, en-
couraging every individual in the body politic to make of
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